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Abstract
Human–elephant conflict has emerged as one of the most critical socio-environmental challenges in Sri Lanka, particularly in rural districts such as Monaragala District. Over the past two decades, rapid development initiatives, including irrigation schemes, road construction, and agricultural expansion, have significantly altered natural landscapes and wildlife habitats. This study investigates the relationship between modern development projects, human settlement expansion, and the intensification of human–elephant conflict in Monaragala District. The primary objective is to analyze how land-use transformations associated with state-led and private development interventions contribute to habitat fragmentation and increased human–elephant encounters. A mixed-method research design was employed, combining household surveys (n=150), key informant interviews, and field observations. Secondary data from governmental and environmental reports were also analyzed to triangulate findings. The results indicate that deforestation, resettlement programs, and the conversion of forest land into agricultural zones have disrupted elephant migratory routes and reduced available feeding grounds. Consequently, elephants increasingly enter cultivated areas, leading to crop damage, property destruction, and threats to human life. The study concludes that the absence of integrated land-use planning and community-inclusive conservation strategies exacerbates conflict situations. It recommends the adoption of sustainable development policies, ecological corridor protection, and community-based mitigation measures to promote long-term coexistence between humans and wildlife.
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