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Abstract: The traditional law interprets the

marriage as a fundamental institution and it
depends on the family system in the society.
(Westermarck, 1926:26). When comparing with
historical evidence in Sri Lankan context, it is no
doubt that, traditional marriage has mutual
relationship between family and kinship. Factors
affecting marriage have become common, not
only in traditional society but also in the present
society. The argument in this article, reveal that
the factors affecting the marriage are differed
by the social structure. Accordingly, the actions
of the entire social, economic, political and
cultural corporations and sectors appear to have
been affected. The traditional marital
institutions were started by the form of cluster
direction and it is in present direct
individualization. So, therefore, the objectives,
task and the trends in present marital intuition
were generalized in this article. Comparing with
literature, when analyzing various historical
ethnographies, academic research and the
articles as resources, the research finally
conclude that, there is no more changes in
present while comparing with traditional
marriages in past but there are some
modernizations in current family structure in
the society.
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2012 23.4 27.2 3.8

gcoms 1901-1921 eom€n oveEd® - Dixon in Caldwell, 1992: 55.
1946-1981 eso®-e52 eod@E - Nadarajah in Caldwell, 1992: 55.
1985 esomenzy owIeEaz - Karunanayake, 2000: 48
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