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elephant-human conflict dilemma through a conflictual theoretical
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Abstract: The elephant-human conflict was

established as a well-known protracted social
conflict in the society due to the introduction of
modern large-scale development projects to
develop rural infrastructure and not paying
attention to the balancing factors of the natural
environment. In particular, elephants' habitats and
movement areas become human habitats, land
parcels and clearing for commercial agriculture,
invasion of their basic needs by human society can
be identified as prominent issues of elephant-
human conflict. Therefore, it can be confirmed
that the conflict contains characteristics of
homogeneity and heterogeneity and that the
conflict has built the background necessary for
socialization into a horizontal protracted social
conflict. The main objective of the study is to
identify the nature of the incomplete relationship
between the political power structure model and
elephant-human conflict. How the political power
structure relationship  has influenced the
development of elephant-human conflict was used
as the study problem. Mixed methodology was
used under survey method for the study. A
guestionnaire was used to collect quantitative
data and focus group discussions and retrospective
studies were used to collect qualitative data.
Stratified sampling was used under random
sampling for the study and 50 respondents were
selected in relation to the sample. Hambegamuwa
and Hambegamuwa Colony Grama Niladhari
Divisions belonging to Tanamalvila Divisional

Secretariat Division of Monaragala District were
used as the field of study. For this, two central and
peripheral villages, which are different socially,
economically and culturally, have been used for
the study. Hambegamuwa was used as the central
village while Hambegamuwa Colony used the
peripheral village and Hambegamuwa was used as
the central village because it was built from
traditional residents. The migrated population
resides in Hambegamuwa Colony and was used by
the researcher as the peripheral village in the
concept of resettlement. It can be revealed that
the adaptation of the regional and rural political
power structure model by the national political
power structure model and the alignment of that
adaptation with the peripheral and central factors
of the conflict have provided the reasons for the
development from a power political conflict to a
Wildlife
sanctuary policies being at odds with the political

protracted social conflict. policies,
system and the inter-relationship between inter-
sectorial institutions and the non-operational and
regulatory mechanism for this have become the
reasons for the conflict to become a protracted
social conflict. The conflict has created the
characteristics of a protracted social conflict in the
society based on the way the micro and macro
political power structure process works. In
particular, it was possible to find out how the
political power structure model works in the rural
level in the lease of land based on the new tax
policy, becoming protected human habitations
based on political goodwill. With the power
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structure model, it can be revealed that the micro
and macro political power structure has provided
the background factors to create a conflicting
relationship between the needs of the human and
animal community by purchasing land by large-
scale entrepreneurs and private businessmen,
giving it to forest-protected business agriculture
through gazettes. These dilemmas seem to have
set the stage for the creation of a hetero-
nationalization from a political homogenization.
Especially when considering the macro and central
issues of the conflict, it was possible to identify the
collapse of the security mechanism, domestic
violence, and early marriages as visible factors of
the conflict. Domestic violence, psychological
isolation and frustration due to the breakdown of
the protection mechanism in the family can be
identified as social factors. By paying attention to
the situational factors of the conflict, the
characteristics of a prolonged social conflict can be
identified and the ups and downs of the conflict
with seasonal times can be identified. It can be
concluded that the conflict has turned into a
protracted social conflict due to the mobilization
of the political power structure model in the rural
society and the mobilization to disrupt the welfare
process in the human household and the spatial
background necessary for the creation of a fed-up
group in the rural environment. Therefore, rather
than preventing the conflict, the necessary
measures should be prepared to lead to a
resolution process through mediation work.

Key words: Elephant-human conflict, political
power structure, protracted social conflict, large-
scale development projects, homogenization
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