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VISION

To be a centre of excellence,
nationally and globally in
Social Work Education,
Training and Research.

MISSION

To enhance human resource for
Social Development through the
preparation of competent
manpower in social work at all
levels, generate and disseminate
new knowledge and technologies
for social work practice, provide
specialized services for social
welfare and social development.

National Institute of Social Development is recognized by the University Grants Commission
as a Degree Awarding Institute under section 25 A of the Universities Act No.16 of 1978
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DIPLOMA IN COUNSELLING -
KANDY: INAUGURATION
CEREMONY

The National Institute of Social Development is thrilled to
announce the inauguration of its Diploma in Counseling
program in Kandy. This is the first time the program is
being offered in the upcountry region, marking an
important milestone for expanding access to professional
counseling education.

The inauguration ceremony was held on October 12, 2024,
at the Probation Office Conference Hall. This momentous
event represents a significant opportunity for students
from Kandy and surrounding areas to pursue their studies
closer to home.
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ORIENTATION PROGRAMME FOR BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK (HONOURS) 2023/2024 BATCH

The orientation programme for the Bachelor of Social Work (Hons)
2023/2024 batch took place from the 12th to 16th of August, 2024. This
event marked the beginning of an exciting academic journey for a new
group of students dedicated to making a positive impact in society.
This year, 150 students from diverse backgrounds, representing all three
mediums of instruction, were selected to embark on this degree
programme.

Over the course of five days, the program featured a series of insightful
speeches, orientation sessions, and interactive workshops designed to
inspire and equip students for the challenges and opportunities they
will encounter in the field of Social Work. The sessions were carefully
curated to provide a comprehensive introduction to the values, ethics,
and practical skills essential to their future roles as social workers.

The event was also an opportunity for students to connect with faculty
members, meet their peers, and begin building the supportive
community that will accompany them throughout their studies. The e T T
orientation concluded with a sense of enthusiasm and commitment, ~—Ta A
setting a strong foundation for the academic year ahead. F
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Vaani Vizha 2024: Celebrating Hindu

Annual English Day Culture

Celebration 2024 Vaani Vizha 2024, organized by the 2nd-year BSW students of
NISD, was held on the 9th of October 2024. The event was a
vibrant celebration of cultural diversity and artistic

expression, reflecting the rich heritage of Hindu culture. With

The Annual English Day Celebration of the
BSW 1st Year students was held on the 13th

of September 2024 at the NISD premises.
The event showcased the linguistic talents
and creativity of the students, highlighting
the importance of the English language as
a bridge for communication and
expression. Through a variety of activities,
including speeches, poetry recitals, and
skits, students demonstrated their
proficiency and enthusiasm for the
language.

The celebration emphasized the role of
English
cultural

in fostering academic growth,

exchange, and global
understanding. It was a joyful and
engaging event that encouraged students
to express themselves confidently while
promoting teamwork and learning. The
Annual English Day Celebration 2024 was a
resounding success, leaving participants
inspired to further explore the beauty and
power of the English language.

enthusiastic support from students of all batches, as well as
academic and non-academic staff, the program was a
grand success, showcasing the collective spirit of the Social
Work community.

The event featured an array of captivating performances,
including traditional music, classical and folk dances, drama,
and poetry. Each segment highlighted the beauty, traditions,

and values embedded in Hindu culture, fostering cultural
pride and unity among participants and attendees. Vaani
Vizha 2024 served as a platform to honor cultural roots while
promoting artistic talents and collaborative effort.

The celebration left an enduring impact, creating cherished
memories and inspiring a deeper appreciation of heritage
and diversity within the NISD community.
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3rd International Conference on Social Work

Ist Undergraduate Research Symposium on Social Work (URSSW)- 2024

The Ist Undergraduate Research Symposium on Social Work (URSSW)- 2024held on the 16th and 17th of
September at the National Institute of Social Development, centered on the theme “Practice and
promoting of Social Work for the Future World.”

URSSW-2024 of National Institute of Social Development (NISD), provides a unique platform for
undergraduates, and esteemed scholars and researchers across the Sri Lankan universities and other
higher learning institutions to present and share their valuable insights, latest research findings, field
practicum experiences and ideas. This symposium will be held annually maintaining the standards of
a formal research symposium, targeting academic excellence and aiming to create an intellectually
stimulating environment that encourages the exchange of ideas, diverse perspectives, and
groundbreaking discoveries.

The research symposium is an opportunity for aspiring undergraduate researchers and academics to
cultivate connections across borders, and to gain awareness of the research interests of their
particular field in social work and other social sciences.
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Workshop on Introduction to Gender Studies and
Gender Equity & Gender Equality

Workshop on Introduction to Gender Studies and
Gender Equity & Gender Equality was held on
December 8, 2024. Dr. Anusha Edirisinghe, Senior
Lecturer at the University of Kelaniya, was the resource
person of the workshop. The workshop provided a
strong foundation in gender theories, concepts, and
practical frameworks to the participants. Dr.
Edirisinghe’s  presentations  sparked  engaging
discussions on gender representation and dynamics
in various social, cultural, and institutional settings. The
workshop was important to raise awareness of gender
roles, identities, and the power structures shaping
them, while highlighting the challenges and
opportunities in promoting gender equality across
different sectors.

Gender Equality Awareness Workshop

The primary objective of the Gender Equality
Awareness Program conducted on 31 July 2024 and 01
August 2024 was to create awareness about gender
equality among school students in the Sooriyakanda
Divisional Secretariat Division. The program aimed to
empower students with knowledge about the
importance of gender equality, respect for diversity,
and equal opportunities for all genders. By focusing on
the younger generation, the initiative sought to
encourage a more gender-sensitive mindset and
promote a culture of respect and equality within and
beyond the school environment.

The program helped to educate students about the
basic concepts of gender equality, showing them how
to recognize and challenge gender biases and
stereotypes prevalent in society. The program
contributed to building more gender-sensitive
communities by equipping students with the
knowledge and skills to address gender inequality in
their daily lives. This can have a long-term positive
impact on reducing gender-based discrimination and
violence. Dr. Ravindra Withanachchi, Director General
of the National Institute of Social Development (NISD),
along with the active participation of several members
of the (NISD) academic staff and the Director of the
Center for Gender Studies, added academic rigor and
expertise to the program.
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Yoga and Mindfulness Workshop

The Yoga and Mindfulness Workshop was
conducted on November 21, 2024, at the
NISD premises, bringing together
participants for an enriching experience
focused on mental and physical well-
being.

One-Day Workshop on Paper Setting,
Moderating, and Conduct of
Examinations

A one-day workshop on Paper Setting,
Moderating, and Conduct of Examinations
was successfully conducted on December
27, 2024, with the participation of
academic and non-academic  staff
members.

The objective of the workshop was to
address challenges related to examination
conduct, paper setting, and moderation,
while equipping participants with effective
strategies to enhance these critical
processes.

The sessions were led by Prof. Subhangi
Herath from the University of Colombo,
whose expertise and guidance provided
valuable insights into ensuring fairness,
clarity, and integrity in examination
practices.
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SITE VISIT FOR THE PROGRAMME REVIEW OF
BACHELOR OF ARTS (HONOURS) |IN
COUNSELLING PSYCHOLOGY-NISD

The site visit for the Programme Review of
the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Counselling
Psychology at the National Institute of Social
Development (NISD) took place on August
30th, 2024. The visit was conducted with the
participation of review panel from the
Standing Quality Assurance and

Accreditation Council (SQACA).

The primary objective of the site visit was to
clarify and verify the information provided in
the programme review report. This process
is crucial for ensuring that the programme
meets the required standards of quality and
relevance in higher education, particularly in
the field of counselling psychology. The visit
marked an essential step towards upholding
academic excellence and continuous
improvement in the educational offerings of
NISD.

SITE VISIT BY THE MEMBERS OF STANDING COMMITTEE OF ACCREDITATION AND QUALITY ASSURANCE
(scAQA)

On July 17th, 2024, members of the Standing Committee of Accreditation and Quality Assurance
(SCAQA), accompanied by Ministry officials, visited the National Institute of Social Development
(NISD). The purpose of this visit was to provide an opportunity for the SCAQA members to inspect the
facilities provided by the Degree Awarding Institute.

The Director General of NISD presented the current state of the institute to the gathering and
highlighted several key aspects. This included an overview of the educational programs offered,
recent achievements, ongoing projects, and future plans aimed at enhancing the institute’s quality
and reach.

During the visit, the SCAQA members toured various facilities, including classrooms, laboratories,
libraries, and student support services. They engaged in discussions with faculty members to gain
insights into the educational environment and the resources availability.

This visit marks a significant step towards further strengthening the standards of the NISD and
ensuring that it continues to provide top-tier education and training for future social work

professionals.
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PROGRAMMES CONDUCTED BY NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

NAME OF THE
PROGRAMME

Master of Social Work

Master of Social Work

Bachelor’s of Social Work
(Honors)

Bachelor’s of Social Work
(External)

ENTRY QUALIFICATION

TIME PERIOD/ MEDIUM

DEGREE PROGRAMMES

Bachelor’s Degree from a
recognized university or
Higher Education Institute

Two year/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil/ English)

Bachelor’s Degree from a
recognized university or
Higher Education Institute
Passing the G.C.E.(A/L)
examination with the
minimum requirements for
university admissions
Passing the G.C.E.(A/L)
examination with the
minimum requirements for
university admissions

one year/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil/ English)

~ Four year/ Fulltime
(Sinhala/ Tamil/ English)

Four year/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil/ English)

HIGHER DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES

Diploma in Social Work

Higher Diploma in
Counseling

Diploma in Social Work

Diploma in Women
Empowerment
Diploma in Counseling

Diploma in Social Care
Diploma in Child Protection

Diploma in Community
Based Corrections
Diploma in Eldercare/
Gerontology

Diploma in Sign Language
& Interpretation

Certificate course in Social
Work

Certificate course in
Counseling

Certificate course in Child
Focused Community
Development

Certificate course in Gender
Studies

Research Methodology and
Academic Writing

Passing 3 Subjects at

G.C.E.(A/L) examination in

any stream & Diploma in
Social Work

Completing a Diploma in

Counseling

One year/ Fulltime
(Sinhala/ Tamil/ English)

21 Montl/ Part-time
Sinhala/ Tamil/ English

DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES

Passing 3 subjects at

G.C.E.(A/L) examination and
3 years working experience in

social services & welfare
sector

Passing 3 subjects at G.C.E.

Passing 3 subjects at G.C.E.

(A/L) examination

Passing 3 subjects at G.C.E.

(A/L) examination

Passing 3 subjects at G.CE.

(A/L) examination

Passing 3 subjects at G.C E.

(A/L) examination

Passing 3 subjects at G.CE.

(A/L) examination

Passing 3 subjects at G.C.E.

A/L) examination

One year/ Fulltime & Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil/ English)

One year/ Part-time
_ (Sinhala/ Tamil)
21 Months/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil)
18 Months/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil)
18 Months/ Part-time
_(Sinhala/ Tamil)
21 Months/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil)
18 Months/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil)
One year/ Part-time
Sinhala

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMMES

Passing G.C.E. (O/L)
Passing G.C.E. (O/L)
_examination
Passing G.C.E. (O/L)
examination
Passing G.C.E. (O/L)
_examination
Passing G.C.E. (O/L)
examination

04 Months/ Part-time

- (Smhala/ Tamil/English)

06 Months/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Temil)

06 Months/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil)

06 Months/ Part-time
(Sinhala/ Tamil/English)

06 Months/ Part-time

Sinhala/ Tamil/English)
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