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14th Convocation and Diploma Award Ceremony 
The National Institute of Social Development (NISD) proudly held its 14th Convocation and Diploma Award
Ceremony on the 19th of December at the NelumPokuna Mahinda Rajapaksa Theatre. The event celebrated the
academic milestones of postgraduates, graduates, and diploma holders in social work and allied fields, honoring
their dedication and commitment to advancing social development.
The ceremony was attended by Ms. Malarmathi Gangadharan, Secretary to the Ministry of Rural Development,
Social Security, and Community Empowerment, alongside esteemed members of the Governing Council,
Academic Affairs Board, the Director General, Additional Director General (Academic), Directors, Registrar, lecturers,
and supportive academic staff. Their presence underscored the collaborative spirit and institutional excellence of
NISD.
Senior Professor K.L. Wasantha Kumara, Vice Chairman of the University Grants Commission, delivered a
thought-provoking convocation speech on the theme, “Reimagining Education for Social Development:
Bridging Gaps and Building Futures in Sri Lanka.” His insightful address resonated with the audience,
inspiring graduates to embrace innovative approaches in their professional endeavors.
Degrees and diplomas were conferred during the ceremony, marking a proud moment for the graduates and their
families. Additionally, awards for academic excellence and outstanding contributions to fieldwork highlighted the
event, recognizing individuals who demonstrated exceptional dedication and impact.

The National Institute of Social Development is thrilled to
announce the inauguration of its Diploma in Counseling
program in Kandy. This is the first time the program is
being offered in the upcountry region, marking an
important milestone for expanding access to professional
counseling education.
The inauguration ceremony was held on October 12, 2024,
at the Probation Office Conference Hall. This momentous
event represents a significant opportunity for students
from Kandy and surrounding areas to pursue their studies
closer to home.

DIPLOMA IN COUNSELLING -
KANDY: INAUGURATION
CEREMONY 
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ORIENTATION PROGRAMME FOR BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK (HONOURS) 2023/2024 BATCH

Vaani Vizha 2024, organized by the 2nd-year BSW students of
NISD, was held on the 9th of October 2024. The event was a
vibrant celebration of cultural diversity and artistic
expression, reflecting the rich heritage of Hindu culture. With
enthusiastic support from students of all batches, as well as
academic and non-academic staff, the program was a
grand success, showcasing the collective spirit of the Social
Work community.
The event featured an array of captivating performances,
including traditional music, classical and folk dances, drama,
and poetry. Each segment highlighted the beauty, traditions,
and values embedded in Hindu culture, fostering cultural
pride and unity among participants and attendees. Vaani
Vizha 2024 served as a platform to honor cultural roots while
promoting artistic talents and collaborative effort.
The celebration left an enduring impact, creating cherished
memories and inspiring a deeper appreciation of heritage
and diversity within the NISD community.

The Annual English Day Celebration of the
BSW 1st Year students was held on the 13th
of September 2024 at the NISD premises.
The event showcased the linguistic talents
and creativity of the students, highlighting
the importance of the English language as
a bridge for communication and
expression. Through a variety of activities,
including speeches, poetry recitals, and
skits, students demonstrated their
proficiency and enthusiasm for the
language.
The celebration emphasized the role of
English in fostering academic growth,
cultural exchange, and global
understanding. It was a joyful and
engaging event that encouraged students
to express themselves confidently while
promoting teamwork and learning. The
Annual English Day Celebration 2024 was a
resounding success, leaving participants
inspired to further explore the beauty and
power of the English language.

Vaani Vizha 2024: Celebrating Hindu

Culture

The orientation programme for the Bachelor of Social Work (Hons)
2023/2024 batch took place from the 12th to 16th of August, 2024. This
event marked the beginning of an exciting academic journey for a new
group of students dedicated to making a positive impact in society.
This year, 150 students from diverse backgrounds, representing all three
mediums of instruction, were selected to embark on this degree
programme.
Over the course of five days, the program featured a series of insightful
speeches, orientation sessions, and interactive workshops designed to
inspire and equip students for the challenges and opportunities they
will encounter in the field of Social Work. The sessions were carefully
curated to provide a comprehensive introduction to the values, ethics,
and practical skills essential to their future roles as social workers.
The event was also an opportunity for students to connect with faculty
members, meet their peers, and begin building the supportive
community that will accompany them throughout their studies. The
orientation concluded with a sense of enthusiasm and commitment,
setting a strong foundation for the academic year ahead.

Annual English Day

Celebration 2024
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The 3rd International Conference on Social Work held on the 4th and 5th of September at the National Institute of
Social Development, centered on the theme “Social Security in the 21st Century: Shared Partnership for
Transformative Change.” The opening ceremony, hosted at the Full Moon Hotel in Seeduwa, featured keynote
addresses from Dr. Machiko OHARA, President of the International Federation of Social Work (Japan College of
Social Work), and Professor S.P. Premaratne from the Department of Economics, University of Colombo. 
The conference provided a platform for academic dialogue and highlighted Sri Lanka’s cultural richness. Plenary
discussions focused on the theme “Social Security for All,” with a panel comprising Professor Emeritus W. Indralal De
Silva, former Senior Professor (Chair) of Demography & Dean, faculty of Arts, University of Colombo, Senior Professor
H.D. Yasanjali Devika Jeyatilake, Department of Anthropology, University of Sri Jayaweradenepura, Professor Viktor
Virag, Japan College of Social Work, and Mr. K.A.S.P. Kaluarachchi, General Manager, Social Security Board. The
event also featured six technical sessions, with two held on the 4th and four on the 5th, and divided between
morning and afternoon sessions.

1st Undergraduate Research Symposium on Social Work (URSSW)- 2024

The 1st Undergraduate Research Symposium on Social Work (URSSW)- 2024held on the 16th and 17th of
September at the National Institute of Social Development, centered on the theme “Practice and
promoting of Social Work for the Future World.” 
URSSW-2024 of National Institute of Social Development (NISD), provides a unique platform for
undergraduates, and esteemed scholars and researchers across the Sri Lankan universities and other
higher learning institutions to present and share their valuable insights, latest research findings, field
practicum experiences and ideas. This symposium will be held annually maintaining the standards of
a formal research symposium, targeting academic excellence and aiming to create an intellectually
stimulating environment that encourages the exchange of ideas, diverse perspectives, and
groundbreaking discoveries. 
The research symposium is an opportunity for aspiring undergraduate researchers and academics to
cultivate connections across borders, and to gain awareness of the research interests of their
particular field in social work and other social sciences. 
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The Research and Publications Division conducted a study from October 26–27, 2024, to examine the socio-
economic and environmental factors driving occupational changes among the dwellers in the Knuckles Mountain
Range due to climate change in Sri Lanka. Focusing on areas such as Dankanda and Puwakpitiya, the research
sheds light on the profound impacts of environmental changes, including altered rainfall patterns and reduced
agricultural productivity, on traditional livelihoods.The findings reveal that local communities have implemented
adaptive strategies such as crop diversification and modern farming techniques. However, these efforts often
provide only temporary solutions, further intensifying long-term economic insecurities. Highlighting the urgency for
sustainable interventions, the study emphasizes the integration of sustainable agricultural practices,
environmental conservation, infrastructure enhancement, and socio-economic empowerment. It advocates for
community-led initiatives and collaborative policymaking to enhance resilience and promote sustainable
development in the Knuckles region amidst the ongoing climate change.

Gender Equality Awareness Workshop
The primary objective of the Gender Equality
Awareness Program conducted on 31 July 2024 and 01
August 2024 was to create awareness about gender
equality among school students in the Sooriyakanda
Divisional Secretariat Division. The program aimed to
empower students with knowledge about the
importance of gender equality, respect for diversity,
and equal opportunities for all genders. By focusing on
the younger generation, the initiative sought to
encourage a more gender-sensitive mindset and
promote a culture of respect and equality within and
beyond the school environment.
The program helped to educate students about the
basic concepts of gender equality, showing them how
to recognize and challenge gender biases and
stereotypes prevalent in society. The program
contributed to building more gender-sensitive
communities by equipping students with the
knowledge and skills to address gender inequality in
their daily lives. This can have a long-term positive
impact on reducing gender-based discrimination and
violence. Dr. Ravindra Withanachchi, Director General
of the National Institute of Social Development (NISD),
along with the active participation of several members
of the (NISD) academic staff and the Director of the
Center for Gender Studies, added academic rigor and
expertise to the program.

Workshop on Introduction to Gender Studies and
Gender Equity & Gender Equality

Workshop on Introduction to Gender Studies and
Gender Equity & Gender Equality was held on
December 8, 2024. Dr. Anusha Edirisinghe, Senior
Lecturer at the University of Kelaniya, was the resource
person of the workshop. The workshop provided a
strong foundation in gender theories, concepts, and
practical frameworks to the participants. Dr.
Edirisinghe’s presentations sparked engaging
discussions on gender representation and dynamics
in various social, cultural, and institutional settings. The
workshop was important to raise awareness of gender
roles, identities, and the power structures shaping
them, while highlighting the challenges and
opportunities in promoting gender equality across
different sectors.

 

A Study on Socio-Economic Factors Affecting Occupational
Changes In Climate Changes Knuckles Community In Sri Lanka 
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Vision for Life Personality Development
Program

Yoga and Mindfulness Workshop

One-Day Workshop on Paper Setting,
Moderating, and Conduct of

Examinations

The Student Support Services Centre successfully
organized the "A Vision for Life" workshop on
December 11, 2024, catering to 120 enthusiastic
students. The program was designed with a objective:
to foster personality development and equip students
with essential life skills.
The workshop was enriched by the expertise of Mr.
Susil Premaratne, a Clinical Psychologist of Sri Lanka
Air Force, who served as the resource person. His
engaging and insightful sessions empowered
participants to explore their potential, build self-
confidence, and develop skills that contribute to
personal and professional growth.

A one-day workshop on Paper Setting,
Moderating, and Conduct of Examinations
was successfully conducted on December
27, 2024, with the participation of
academic and non-academic staff
members.
The objective of the workshop was to
address challenges related to examination
conduct, paper setting, and moderation,
while equipping participants with effective
strategies to enhance these critical
processes.
The sessions were led by Prof. Subhangi
Herath from the University of Colombo,
whose expertise and guidance provided
valuable insights into ensuring fairness,
clarity, and integrity in examination
practices.

The Yoga and Mindfulness Workshop was
conducted on November 21, 2024, at the
NISD premises, bringing together
participants for an enriching experience
focused on mental and physical well-
being.
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On October 29, 2024, the CQA held a Workshop
on LMS and Web-Based Learning Tools at the
NISD Conference Room. Facilitated by Dr.
Tharanga Rathnayake, this session empowered
staff to integrate Learning Management Systems
(LMS) and digital tools into teaching, enhancing
the student learning experience.

On July 17th, 2024, members of the Standing Committee of Accreditation and Quality Assurance
(SCAQA), accompanied by Ministry officials, visited the National Institute of Social Development
(NISD). The purpose of this visit was to provide an opportunity for the SCAQA members to inspect the
facilities provided by the Degree Awarding Institute.
The Director General of NISD presented the current state of the institute to the gathering and
highlighted several key aspects. This included an overview of the educational programs offered,
recent achievements, ongoing projects, and future plans aimed at enhancing the institute’s quality
and reach.
During the visit, the SCAQA members toured various facilities, including classrooms, laboratories,
libraries, and student support services. They engaged in discussions with faculty members to gain
insights into the educational environment and the resources availability.
This visit marks a significant step towards further strengthening the standards of the NISD and
ensuring that it continues to provide top-tier education and training for future social work
professionals.

SITE VISIT FOR THE PROGRAMME REVIEW OF
BACHELOR OF ARTS (HONOURS) IN
COUNSELLING PSYCHOLOGY-NISD

The site visit for the Programme Review of
the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Counselling
Psychology at the National Institute of Social
Development (NISD) took place on August
30th, 2024. The visit was conducted with the
participation of review panel from the
Standing Quality Assurance and
Accreditation Council (SQACA).
The primary objective of the site visit was to
clarify and verify the information provided in
the programme review report. This process
is crucial for ensuring that the programme
meets the required standards of quality and
relevance in higher education, particularly in
the field of counselling psychology. The visit
marked an essential step towards upholding
academic excellence and continuous
improvement in the educational offerings of
NISD.

SITE VISIT BY THE MEMBERS OF STANDING COMMITTEE OF ACCREDITATION AND QUALITY ASSURANCE
(SCAQA)
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FACULTY DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP : USE OF
LMS AND WEB BASED- FACILITIES FOR
KNOWLEDGE. 
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PROGRAMMES CONDUCTED BY NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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