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ABSTRACT

When examining the ancient Sri Lankan society, a number of factors can be identified
from literary and archeological sources that women held an important position in
politically, socially, religiously and culturally, as well as economically. As the problem of
this research, what was the role of women in Sri Lanka's economic affairs in the past?
can be introduced. The purpose of this research is to briefly examine the status of women
in the society of Sri Lanka in the past, to examine the form of women's participation in
economic affairs, and to inquire whether women were given the same important status as
men in economic affairs. The non-field method was used this research and according to
the qualitative research method, the library research method was used to collect data by
using primary and secondary sources, analyze the data and draw conclusions. Women's
participation can be recognized in many cases related to the economic affairs of Ancient
Sri Lanka and during paddy cultivation, including providing food to the paddy field,
tending the paddy field, cutting the stubble, drying and threshing the paddy, growing
vegetables and fruits, trading activities, the sugarcane industry, animal husbandry, the
pottery industry and the cotton industry. Activities such as cloth weaving, Supa Shastra,
and weaving garlands. It is found that other professions such as working as deacons,
teaching professions, government service, nursing mothers, escorts, and slave labor were
also performed. Because of this, it is clear that in the economic affairs of Sri Lanka in the
past, women had a very important status like men and that she was directly and indirectly
involved in the economic affairs. It is also clear that the contribution received from
women in the economic field had a direct impact on the development of economic
activities.
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