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ABSTRACT

Jaina philosophy is recognized as a non-Vedic philosophical tradition that originated in
India. Apart from Buddhism, it holds the distinction of presenting the most profound
analysis of epistemology (the theory of knowledge). Jainism is an ancient religion from
India that teaches a way of life based on non-violence and renunciation as the path to
knowledge and happiness. It began in the 6th century BCE as a reform movement within
Hinduism. When examining Jaina epistemology, it can be seen as an integration of logic,
metaphysics, and ethics. Within this background, Jaina philosophy explored the
relationship between reality, language, perception, and reasoning. It established a
distinction between complete and partial perspectives of truth, thereby constructing a
history of dialogue and debate with other philosophical traditions. Through this, Jain
thinkers developed both written and oral dialogues aimed at grasping the complexity of
reality, and they offered pragmatic, logical, and critical solutions to the problem of
determining the nature of truth. This study is designed as a qualitative and analytical
inquiry. It aims to critically examine how Jaina epistemology interprets the nature of
reality through complex concepts of knowledge, plurality (anekantavada), relativity
(syddvada), and the doctrine of viewpoints (nayavada), emphasizing its philosophical
depth and dialogical character. Accordingly, this paper seeks to explore the
epistemological framework within Jaina philosophical discourse.

KEYWORDS- Complexity of reality, complex concept of knowledge, Jaina

epistemology
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the impact of religiously motivated incidents and communal
clashes on peacebuilding efforts in Sri Lanka between 2009 and 2019. Although the civil
war officially ended in 2009, the post-war decade witnessed a rise in religious tensions,
particularly targeting Muslim and Christian minorities. Key incidents such as the
Aluthgama riots (2014), Digana violence (2018), and the Easter Sunday attacks (2019)
illustrate how unresolved religious and ethnic grievances continue to shape societal
dynamics. The main objective of this study is to identify how religiously motivated
violence has influenced post-war reconciliation and interfaith relations, and to assess the
contribution of religious and political actors in either aggravating or mitigating these
tensions. This study revealed the background factors of these clashes, the role of
religious and political actors towards these attacks, and the broader implications for
national reconciliation. Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative approach,
integrating both primary and secondary data sources. Primary data were collected
through key informant interviews with religious leaders, community representatives, and
policymakers, while secondary data included academic literature, reports, and media
analyses. The study employed the case study method and content analysis to examine
patterns, narratives, and socio-political contexts of selected incidents.

KEY WORDS: Peacebuilding, Post-war, Reconciliation, Religious Tension
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